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,wlio, after spending his working years in India, looks forward to
retiring to that other country which is his real home. Only a
small fraction of those who go out for the purposes of business
or employment settle down in Ind'a permanently, and the
domiciled European community does not grow. The noteworthy
fact is that, over areas so vast and amid populations so immense
and diverse, the importance of the small European community,
by whatever standard this may be measured, is out of all pro-
portion with its size.

Social Relations.

67. We close this chapter with a reference to the relations
prevailing between the European community and its Indian
neighbours. We believe that both in politics and in business,
there is often personal friendliness and a real mutual respect,
iWe are sure that want of consideration in social inter-
course for Indian feelings cannot justly be laid to the charge
of the average Englishman in India to-day, and tho courtesy of
Indians to others is proverbial. The Montagu-Chelmsford Keport
contains a passage on this delicate topic which ue copy here.*

" The Indian temperament is sensitive and attaches great importance to
appearances : it may easily mistake brevity for curtness, and directness for
discourtesy. Tho Englishman often has no natural aptitude for courtliness
as India understands it, and values time more highly than tho Indian. He
has no doubt the defects-of his qualities; and ycfc if he were not what he
is he would not have done what he has done. Even with his own people
the Englishman is by nature exclusive; ho does not disclose his mind to
those whom he does not understand; and different habits of thought are
a great impediment to understanding. There are thus allowances to be
made on both sides. It is perhaps not easy for the successful and unimagina-
tive Englishman to realise what the rule of another race must mean to
patriotic minds, and the great obligation that lies upon him to treat with
all possible consideration those whom he has hitherto ruled and whom he
is now admitting to a share in the task of ruling. Indians on their part
would surety do well to reflect on the differences of thought if not of habit
that impose inevitable and perfectly healthy limits to intercourse, if each
type is to preserve what is best within it; and to think how natural, indeed
how necessary, it is that a small and scattered community of European
dwellers in an Asiatic country should nurse among themselves a certain
communion of their own."

&M/C Report, para. 347.